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LETTEES OF GENEEAL NATHANAEL GBEENE TO 
COLONEL JEEEMIAH WADSWOETH. 

"Camp April 14th 1779. 
"Dear Sik 

" Your letter of the 4th I have received ; and that of the 
8th also with the enclosed papers ; which I have signed and 
returned. — 

" You may remember I wrote you sometime since that I 
was desirous that this copartnership between Mr Dean, you, 
and myself, should be kept a secret. I must beg leave to 
impress this matter upon you again ; and to request you to 
enjoin it upon Mr Dean. The nearest friend I have in the 
world shall not know it from me ; and it is my wish that no 
mortal should be acquainted with the persons forming the 
Company except us three. I would not wish Mr Dean even 
to let his brother know it. Not that I apprehend any injury 
from him : but he may inadvertently let it out into the broad 
"World; and then I am persuaded it would work us a public 
injury. 

" While we continue in the offices which we hold, I think 
it is prudent to appear as little in trade as possible. For 
however just and upright our conduct may be, the World 
will have suspicions to our disadvantage. — 

" By keeping the affair a secret I am confident we shall 
have it more in our power to serve the commercial connex- 
ion than by publishing it. — 

" I have wrote to my brother Jacob Greene to pay you 
£5000 without informing him for what purpose or on what 
account. If you could advance the other 5000 until you 
come to Camp ; it would be very agreable to me. If not I 
must take some other way of sending it. 

" General Sullivan arrived in camp a few days since ; but 
has not said a word to your prejudice that I can learn. I 
believe he is willing to pay [sic] childrens play with you, if 
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you will let him alone, he will you. He dind with me yes- 
terday ; and paid great compliments to the Staff at Provi- 
dence without discriminating. He is to have command of 
the Indian expedition. I wish he may succeed better than 
heretofore. For altho he has never met with any signal 
disgrace ; he has not been remarkably fortunate in success. 
— I am glad your Song did not come out upon the whole ; 
as it would have created a perpetual "War. However, I ex- 
pected something of the kind is which made me write you 
that I thought he had given a fair opening. 

" "We expect the Minister of France here to-morrow or 
next Day, when there is to be great doings. The Cannon 
is to fire, and the Troops to parade and the General officers 
are to ride out to meet him ; to welcome him to Camp. 

" I am afraid we shall make but a skurvy appearance ; as 
our force is but small and those very raged. 

" Mrs Greene is gone to Trenton to a Tea frolick given 
by Betsy Pettet. Mr Lott, Cornelia, Major Blodget & Bur- 
net are all gone. There is to be a number of Ladys from 
Philadelphia; and some Members of Congress. — 

" Col Cox is very ill. I was to see him about eight or 
ten days since. He has got a relapse of the same disorder 
he had in Philadelphia. I am really doubtful of his recov- 
ery. It is very unfortunate to me, at this critical season. I 
must take a ministerial comfort : all things work together 
for good. 

"Col Meade has just returned from Virginia ; and says 
your Letter writing fellow has made rascally work in the 
Department in Virginia. A prodigious quantity of meat is 
upon the spoil ; and every thing in disorder and confusion. 
He gives great praises to my agents there. 

" I had a Letter from Major Forsyth a few days past. He 
stands ready to engage with you if you think proper to give 
him an appointment. But I am afraid you'll find old agents 
are like chronick diseases difficult to shake off. Major For- 
syth I am sure would answer your purpose extremely well 
providing you was fairly rid of Aylel. But I am afraid it 
will be sometime before you can get rid of him. 
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"Mr Flint dined with me to day; and is brave and 
hearty. ¥e wish for another feast of Salmon. "When may 
we expect it. Should they arrive while the Minister is here ; 
they will be doubly welcome ; I sent one of the last that came 
to Mr Jay President of Congress. Mrs Greene sent another 
to Governor Reads family. 

" I am glad to hear your Assembly are entering into spir- 
ited measures ; in aid of the Commissary s and quarter mas- 
ters Department. 

" Unless the States will give more aid than they have done 
to these Departments for some time past; I think the 
Wheels will stop. 

" This State grows more and more litigious. The Petti- 
foging Lawyers, like frogs in the Spring, begin to peep in 
great plenty. Beside this pest of creatures not less per- 
nicious to the peace and welfare of a State than the Locusts 
was to the growth of the Herbage in Egypt ; There is a 
great multitude of Justices of the Peace who parade with 
the constables at their heels and are as formidable in num- 
bers as a Roman Legion. 

" This class of men to show their learning and improve 
their genius swarm about us like Birds of prey seeking 
whom they may devour. 

" You may remember I made an [illegible in manuscript] 
bearer of one upon my first coming to this ground and I 
intend to keep them runing upon every ocasion. 

" If they want business they shall have it. 

" General Arnold is marryed. He has lately bought a 
House and farm near the City of Philadelphia. It belonged 
to McPherson. It is said he can have 10,000 pounds for his 
bargain. If so his trade is better than all the commissary 
and quarter masters profits put together. 

" Mrs Biddle has got back to Camp again with a fine son. 
You have been informed before that Doctor Hutcheson is 
marryed to Miss Lydia Biddle. She is coming to Camp 
soon. Mrs Shippen is already here and the Doctors daugh- 
ter. I hope you will bring Mrs Wadsworth which will form 
an agreable set. 
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" I believe your patience will be exhausted before you get 
through this long and disagreable Letter. Please to present 
my complements to Mrs Wadsworth and I'll bid you good 
night. 

" Yours sinserely 

"N" Greene" 

"Camp April 30th 1779. 
"Dear Sir 

" I have received your two last letters with the inclosd 
alphabet of figures to correspond with. The plan is very 
agreeable which is proposed. But in addition to it will it 
not be best to take upon us a fictitious name this will draw 
another shade of obscurity over the business and render it 
impossible to find out the connection. The busy world will 
be prying into the connection and nature of the business ; 
and more especially as a letter of Mr Deane's has lately been 
intercepted in which it is pretended great things are discov- 
ered and dangerous combinations formd. Whether there 
has been any Letter intercepted and if there has whether 
it contains anything of the kind that is represented, I am by 
no means certain. It is said he is forming one of the great- 
est commercial Houses in the world; and has a plan for 
Land jobing of equal extent. I know not what it all means ; 
but believe it is the effects of malice and detraction ; which 
I can assure you was never more prevalent. I have just 
returned from Philadelphia where I have been to settle sev- 
eral matters with Congress respecting my department. The 
fixing the pay of Waggoners and staff officers. — But my 
principal business was to lay before the Treasury the impos- 
sibility of executing the Generals orders without a more 
punctual and liberal supply of cash. Former promises have 
been renewed ; but the truth of the affair is, the plan for 
strikeing money is really incompetent to the demand, with 
the greatest degree of industry ; and there is no great share 
of that. The great Departments of the army press the 
Treasury on every side. The South Carolina expedition 
has created great draffts upon the Board ; and embarrasses 
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their affairs. The Lord knows what will be the conse- 
quence. — 

" I find that certain members of Congress are endeavoring 
to spread among the people that the avarice and extravagance 
of the staff are the principal causes of all the depreciation 
of the money ; and I saw a report of the Treasury Board to 
the Congress to this amount altho not in the same terms. — 

" Inclosed is a Letter I wrote the Congress upon the sub- 
ject. There was great professions and assurances of the 
most perfect confidence of Congress in the ability, fidelity, 
care, attention, and integrity of the principals of each De- 
partment but as these were only personal assurances by indi- 
vidual members and not as a body I thought it most prudent 
to write them the enclosd copy of a Letter. 

" I have received no answer to it yet. "What it will pro- 
duce is difficult to conjecture. — 

" There is great disputes in Congress ; and there has been 
warm work between them and the State of Pennsylvania 
respecting the courts of admiralty. 

" I shall be happy to see you here as soon as you can ren- 
der it convenient. I think it will be necessary both for your 
interests and Eeputation. The General enquires after you 
with great earnestness. Things dont go on well in the prep- 
arations for the Indian Expedition upon the Susquehannah. — 

" Mrs Greenes and my best respects to Mrs Wadsworth. — 
" I am with sinsere 
" regard your 
" most obedient 
" humble servt 

" N Greene. 
" Col. Jeremiah Wadsworth." 

" Morristown llth of April 1780. 
"Dear Sir, 

Philadelphia 

"I returned to this place last night from 2010. The 

Congress rascals 

332 are as great a set of 1012 as ever got together. The 

Board Treasury worse 

166 of 1292 are 1404 than the former. One of them I am 
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traitor Congress 

sure is nothing less than a 1286 ; he belongs to 332 and is 

Carolina 

from N 2013. 
" You may depend upon it that your information is good, 

Treasury cash 

and that it is the intention of 1292 not to let any 232 go 

commission 

through your hands with a view of saving the 292. They 
propose the same thing with regard to me ; and I believe will 
attempt to carry it into execution. You cannot conceive the 

ignorance injustice orders people 

781 and the 802 of those two 909s of 931. 

" You may depend upon it, that great pains is taking to 

censure 

240 you and me. The plan is nof to attack us personally, 

system 

this they know will not answer to ; but to accuse the 1232 
of each as producing all the consequential we now feel. 
The scheme is plausable ; and if artfully managed will have 
its effect. Truth and righteousness is of no account with 

people 

these 931. Any claim of merit for past services is not only 
laughed at but the person who should be foolish enough to 

watch 

make it would be severely ridiculed. Be upon the 1367 and 

guard 

be upon your 718 for depend upon it the hand of Joab is in 
all these things. 

revolt 

" I think our affairs are verging to something like 1054. 

Philadelphia Congress confidence 

It is publicly said at 2010 that 332 have no longer the 327 

the people the state 

of 931 and that there is nothing else, left to save 1192 from 

nation write 

being no more a 875. Take care what you 1411 as every 
possible advantage will be made of it. How stands our 

company affair Barnabas Deane 

298.37 with B. D. ? Let me know as particularly as you 
can. Send the information in one letter and what you say 
upon it in another. 

" Yours you Know Who Greene 

"F713" 



